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In all the world, there are things we do to care for each other.
God's gift is the complicated one of relationships. From the
beginning in Genesis, everything is connected. While the Bible may
tell a story of God’s creation being broken apart by days, we must
remember that each day is reliant on the one before. Each
moment, each person, each plant and animal in the world needs
something to live to work to give purpose. I've heard that phrase
“no man is an island” and in America with our independent spirit
we can think that this isn’t true. But, no one exists on their own. We
all need one another. The joy in connection is that we share our
gifts and success. The pain in connection is found in our anger and
ego and control. Letting those things mingle together is tough work
for us to reconcile.

Grace does something amazing with their calling to community.
For decades our quilters have made hundreds if not thousands of
quilts to share with Lutheran World Relief. These quilts are packed
up and never to be seen again by those who made them. But! They
become a comfort to those in need. The quilts keep someone
warm on a cold night. Sometimes they are a clean place on dirty
ground to sit and prepare a meal. Often times they are put above
the heads of those in the hot sun to provide some shade. These
blankets are not keepsakes never to be touched, but loved items
that provide a better, softer life for someone in a tough time. Often
they are sent to those in refugee camps that walked away from
everything they own to find safety. Other times they are given to
those whose home and belongings are destroyed in fire or flood.
The blankets made here by the hands of many become a
relationship with someone across the world. As we celebrate and
bless the quilts on September 20, we honor the makers of the quilts
and pray for those who will receive them. Through this world we do
the holy work of creating relationship with God’s people, even if we
never meet.

Pastor Shane




Deacon Jessie

Can you believe it's already September?! The youth team has been working hard |
programming all the various opportunities we'll have this fall.

On September 13th, we will have a kick-off celebration. All are invited to the prayer
garden after worship. There will be food, games, and fellowship. You needn’t be involved
with Sunday School or Confirmation to be present!

On Sunday mornings, beginning on September 20th, we will have Sunday School for our
PreK-5th graders and bible study for our 6th-12th graders. 7th-8th grade confirmation
class will begin on September 16th, and 9th grade confirmation will begin on September
20th. We're also planning for some fun monthly events for our 6th-12th graders. More on
that to come. Suffice to say, our fall will be busy!

If you feel called to help with our fall programming in any capacity, please reach out. |
would love to help you find ways to engage your talents with our young people. Even if
you're only available for a few hours, we could always use the help. You make a
difference.

We have things like Sunday School, Bible studies, adult forums, and confirmation
classes because faith formation is a vital part of Christian life for all ages. There is no
point in time when we've “graduated” from Christian education and learning. In other
words, faith formation is for everyone! And better yet, it can happen in the ways you may
least expect. On more than one occasion, I've had Sunday School teachers or
confirmation leaders tell me about how they learned something by teaching class that
day.

At every stage of life, our faith continually being formed by our relationships,
experiences, and opportunities to engage with the Word of God. We are all disciples of
Christ: that is, we are all students. We do not know everything, and we certainly don't
have all the answers. But through discussion, contemplation, and prayer, we will
continue to learn together.

Deacon Jessie




Church Council Minutes: August 11, 2026

Present at meeting

Pastor Shane Koepke, Deacon Jessie Camp,
Doreen Pontow, Jerry Dahl, JD Carlson, Robert
Jacobson, Erica Samp, Philip Lonneman, Cleo
Moller, Jennifer Zoller; Dave Drommerhausen

Opening Devotions: Pastor Shane
Devotion centered on faith and creativity, sharing
an image of a linocut artwork by Steve Prince,
which depicted a married couple dancing in their
bedroom to a love song. It was inspired by 1
Corinthians, specifically verses about the body
being a temple of the Holy Spirit and members of
Christ. The devotion highlighted that love and
romantic relationships are part of being God's
people.

Open Forum

None

Approval of August Council Agenda

Motion made by: Jerry Dahl
Seconded by: Robert Jacobson
Approved

Approval of July Council Minutes

Motion made by: Jerry Dahl
Seconded by: Philip Lonneman
Approved

Financial Report: Dave Drommmerhausen

e Current bottom line year-to-date (through
July, seven months): short about $10,000;
projected year-end shortfall of about $17,000.

e Noted generous giving recently.

e Leadership expects to continue fiscal
stewardship and avoid a larger year-end
deficit.

Motion made by: JD Carlson
Seconded by: Robert Jacobson
Approved

Food for Backpacks: Dave Drommerhausen

e Food truck delivery arrives Wed., Aug. 12;
volunteers lined up for repalletizing.

e On Thurs, Aug. 13, deliveries will be made to
area churches for distribution to schools.

Old Business: Pastor Shane

Kitchen remodel & Fundraiser Update
» A gift of $10,000 was recently received from a

member who is no longer able to attend
Grace. This generous gift helped cover an
$8,000 plumbing bill.

e Salad Luncheon proceeds of $1,995 were
donated to the Kitchen Fundraiser.

e Fundraising is nearing completion and is
anticipated to be resolved by the end of the
calendar year.

o Marsha Smith will provide final numbers by
week-end, as the Grace Foundation is
interested in the results of the fundraiser
and may consider making a gift toward
any remaining need.

e Cabinetmaker Steve Schulz is still working on
a few final details for the kitchen, including
items like trim and cabinet slide-outs.

New Business
See page 5

Report: Pastor Shane

e Quilt Blessing during Worship on Sept. 20, with
many quilts on display in the Sanctuary.
e Tree Removal

o A maple tree in the Prayer Garden, from
which a large limb broke off during a
storm, will be taken down.

o Two pine trees also need to be removed
as they are too close together, not
allowing each other enough space to
grow.

o Trees have been marked with ribbons for
removal.

o Darin LaFrance getting bids for removals.

Second Wind

e Meets once a month on the second Thursday
for a meal at various locations.

e Composed of retired widows, widowers,
divorcees, and other individuals who are
alone.

e A sheet with members’ phone numbers is
distributed to facilitate further social
connections amongst attendees.

Continuedonpage4 3




Church Council Minutes: August 11, 2026

Report: Deacon Jessie

e Youth Trip to Duluth

o The trip went very well. Cleo Moller shared
that her favorite part was seeing Lake
Superior upon arrival, which she felt
connected her to God.

o All Youth enjoyed spending time with both
familiar and new people, including staff
and helpers they met at the service sites.

o The High Ropes Course (an elevated
obstacle course, including Zipline) was a
highlight for many. Participants wear
safety harnesses and move across
suspended bridges and platforms.

o The youth did a great job with their Adult
Forum presentation on Aug. 2, receiving
many compliments regarding their trip
summary and photos shared. While on the
trip, the Youth decided on the topics and
highlights for the Forum themselves.

e National Youth Gathering

o In Minneapolis, June 28-July 2, 2027

o Registration window opens in late October

o Youth and parents: stay tuned for details
regarding meetings and fundraisers

e Accessibility Ramp

o Discussion has been held regarding
building or acquiring a movable ramp,
approx. 24’ long, that could be used to
access the stage in the Fellowship Hall or
provide access over the stairs in the
Sanctuary.

o The goal is to make these areas more
accessible for people using wheelchairs or
walkers, including access to the stage,
educational spaces, and improving
access to Communion at the rail.

Atlar Guild
None

Building, Equipment & Grounds

e Boiler Check: JD Carlson suggested having
Darin look at the boiler to ensure no large
unbudgeted items are needed for the fourth
quarter.

e Summertime is typically when boiler work is
done since it's shut down.

Grief Share
e Getting ready to roll out, with four people
signed up thus far.
* Meetings will begin after Labor Day.

Library
None

Mission
e Mission Team Drive
o Currently conducting a school supply
drive for donation to Lutheran World
Relief.

o Congregation members are encouraged
to contribute; drop off in Narthex.

Music
None

Personnel
None

Scholarship: Deacon Jessie

Policy Overview
e A new scholarship giving policy was
developed and reviewed by the scholarship
committee.
* It covers initiating new scholarships and
managing existing ones.
« Constitutional Resolution Changes (Page 7):
o The scholarship committee suggested two
changes to a resolution in the
Constitution.
= Which the council can approve.
 Point B: Original text: "'the pastors and any
youth director’;
o Proposed change: “a clergy or staff
representative”.
 Original text: "with voice but no vote”;
o Proposed change: Scholarship committee
requested the representative have a vote.
e Point C: Removes the "advisors” portion.

Sunday School
* Rally Sunday is Sept. 13.
o Food, outdoor fun & games.
o All ages welcome!
o Sunday School begins Sept. 20.
» Registration is open.
= Sign-ups for teachers is open as well.

Continuedonpage5 /4




Church Council Minutes: August 11, 2026

Visitation
None

Youth Ministry

¢ 9th gr Confirmation meets Sept. 20, Sept. 27, Oct.

4, Oct. 11, from 10:20-11 am.
e Confirmation Breakfast & Rehearsal is Oct. 24;
o Confirmation Service is Oct. 25.
* Youth Bible Study (6th-12th gr, optional) begins
Sept. 20, from 10:20-1lam.

New Business

$500,000 Stewardship
e Sub-committee met 7/23/26.

o Present: Jerry Dahl (Volunteer committee lead),
Steve Bracker (Building & Grounds
representative), Ginny Loberg (Mission Team
representative), Dave Drommerhausen
(Financial representative), Jennifer Zoller (Youth
& Family representative), Deacon Jessie Camp
(ad hoc), Pastor Shane Koepke (ad hoc)

e Objective

o Discuss and prepare to present a proposal to
Council regarding the use of $500,000 in gift
funds.

o Our goal is to thoughtfully and faithfully steward
this generous gift and create a lasting legacy
for our church through investments in ministry,
community, facilities, fellowship, and future
generations.

e Proposed Allocation
o Entirety of funds are currently invested in an
account, earning interest.
= Mission Team: $50,000 (10%)
e The Mission Team will determine how
these funds are used.
e Church Council may also make
recommendations to the Mission Team.
e To be spent/utilized within five years.
= $450,000 Remaining Funds
e To date, we have identified the following
as possible uses for the funds. Timelines
to be determined.
o Repair outside steps, south entrance
= Accessibility & safety
m Estimated cost: $50,000
o Repair sidewalk, build ramp, west
entrance (Garfield Ave.)
= Accessibility & safety
= Cost: TBD
o Improve ramp inside kitchen
(basement) entrance
= Accessibility & safety
= Cost: TBD

New Business

Replace/repair steeple lights
= Restoration & property
enhancement.
= Estimated cost: $6,000
o Replace narthex lights
= Hospitality & functionality.
= Estimated cost: $20,000
o Fire pit improvements, southeast
lawn
= Fellowship, youth, & hospitality.
= Cost: TBD
o Grace Lutheran Church Memorial
Scholarship
= Education & legacy.
= |nitial amount TBD
 Suggested Council Discussion/Next Steps
o Affirm the 10% ($50,000) Mission allocation and
allow the Mission Team to determine its use,
with Council and the Mission Team able to
make recommendations to one another.
o Determine the desired allocation of the
remaining funds, as listed above.
o Prioritize the identified projects, beginning with
accessibility and safety.
o -Obtain firm estimates/bids for projects where
costs have not yet been established.

o

Roundtable:

Kudos to Erica Samp, Jane Smith, Melody Munden,
and all who assisted with planning for and
providing a very successful Salad Luncheon.

o Many positive comments heard.

Prayers

Healing prayers for a congregation member after
a recent surgery and those awaiting upcoming
tests and results.

Celebration of a recent birthday.

For a good start to our school year, may God lead
both students and teachers with kindness and
curiosity.

For peaceful elections being held today.

Grateful for a safe and fun-filled Youth trip of
exploration and service in God’s creation.

Next Meeting
September 8,2026 | 6:30 pm | Fireside Room

Adjournment
7:22 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Zoller | Grace Lutheran Council Secretary




Prayers of Healing

For those with new or ongoing health
diagnoses

For Milt Ost

Prayers for those Grieving
For the family and friends of Ron Holtan

For the family and friends of
Diane Potteroff, grandmother of
Christie Ness

Blessing for the School Year

Bless our students, teachers, and staff as
we begin this new school year.

Fill our hearts with wisdom, kindness, and
courage. Keep us safe, help us learn and
grow, and guide us in all we do.

Be strong and courageous; do not be
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9

Grace Prays

We are honored to pray with and for you.

To keep our list current, names (shared with
permission) remain for two weeks and may
be renewed. Please contact the office to add
or remove a name. Thank you.

Pastoral Care

To assist the pastor in providing pastoral
care for those hospitalized or homebound,
please notify the pastor of pending surgeries,
overnight hospital stays, or individuals who
would like a home visit.

Please call: 507-373-6496

EP/EM

(Remember to pray for our Grace family on these dates.)
1. David Drommerhausen
. William & Jane Buege
. Millie Jensen
. James & Judy Munyer
. Michael Baker
. Dale & Paula Buendorf, Henry & Mason
. Tamera Paulson
o Bryxlie, Mayzie & Ryker
8. Jimmy & Debra Akemann
o Triniti & Tucker
9.Ronald & Renae Thomas
10. Jane Madson
1. Mike & Karen Hendrickson
12. Julie Seavey, Jenna & Benjamin
13. Mark & Trudy Harig
14. Jerry & Tricia Dahl
o Spencer, Emma & Carter
15. Steven & JoAnn Bracker
16.Gerhard & Irmgard Kleih
17. Shirley Pearson
18. Michael Hoiseth, Jason
19. Matthew & Tina Kermes
20. Dennis & Sandra Fredrickson
21. Bill & Deb Hobson
22. Steven Ball
o Andrew, Nicole & Sarah
23. Blake & Lynn Stadheim
o Taylor & Tony
24. Lori Stanek
25. Shelly Sipple
26. John VanRyswyk
27. Mick Westeng
o Morgan, Andrew, Kenzie & Kayla
28. David Anderson
29. Craig & Lori Hanson
o Katherine & Alison
30. Trish Whelan
o Madison, Danica & Holden
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Caring and Sharing

Chairperson: Jane Smith

Amy & Jay Cichosz
Kate & Wes Dahl
Pamela & Richard Hanson
Carol & Ronald Johnson
Diann & Don King
Carol Kubat
Kelli & David Nelson
Sharon O’'Byrne
Patricia & Bruce Palmer
Nancy & Terry Peterson
Marsha & Greg Smith
Karen & Mark Sanderson
Shelly Sipple
Carol & Judean Thompson
Nicole & Cole Thompson
Gerry & Jerry Vogt
Karen Wangen
Sharon Westcott

Thank you to everyone who helped in July!
We're grateful for all who volunteered.

If you're looking for a way to get involved,
| there’s still time to sign up as a co-chair,
your support makes a real difference.

We invite you to join any of our regular
Bible study groups at Grace Lutheran.

10:00-11:00 am
This study for women offers fellowship
and great discussion.

7:30-8:30 am

Consider joining this group for an
opportunity for great discussion &
fellowship.

Mary Circle meets every 1st Monday of
the month at 4:30 pm in the Fireside
Room.

Call the church office for more
information at 507-373-6496.

Co-Chairs Needed:

November  December

Sigh up today in
the Narthex

None

N7
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Altar Guild

Altar Flowers Given In Memory Of.
Mary Lou Jacobson given by Bob Jacobson

Baby Kits
Gift Given By.
Dexter & Janet Henschel

Building Fund

In Memory Of.
Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg given by
Don & Melody Munden

Gift Given By.
Kent Jasperson

Food for Backpacks Program

In Memory Of.
Jerome Thompson, brother of Geno
Thompson given by Larry & Lanae Thorstad

In Honor of.
Dexter & Janet Henschel’s 70" Wedding
Anniversary

Gift Given By
Dale & Dorothy Baldwin
West Freeborn Lutheran Church

Freeborn County Communities
Foundation/Kenneth W. Olson Charitable
Foundation Fund

Food Shelf
Gift Given By.
Barbara Tullberg

General

In Memory Of.
Edwin & Sylvia Johnson given by Gaylen
Johnson

Kitchen Remodeling Fund
In Memory Of.
Ray Pederson given by Rex & Lois Stotts
Ray Loberg given by Barbara Tullberg
Ray Loberg given by Steve & Cindy Merfeld
Ray Loberg given by Rollin & Nancy Hoium
Ron Holtan given by Kent Jasperson

Jason Westcott given by Barbara Tullberg
Ray Loberg given by Dale & Dorothy
Baldwin

Ray Loberg given by Suzanne Moore

Funds Raised By
2026 Salad Luncheon - $1,995

Gift Given By

Tammy Hamberg

Mick & Becky Hanson
Larry & Lanae Thorstad
Jerry & Gerry Vogt

Love
Gift Given By
Pat Holtan
David & Jeanne Lundak

Martin Luther

In Memory Of.

Terri Peterson, daughter-in-law of Lowell &
Barbara Peterson, given by James & Judy
Munyer

Memorial

In Memory Of.
Ray Pedersen given by Dave & Sally Skrlin
Family & friends given by Mary Harriman

Music Ministry

Gift Given By
Mary Harriman
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Prayer Garden Quilting
In Memory Of. Gift Given By
Ron Holtan given by Kent Jasperson Joe & Deb Attig
Pat & Donnie Johnson given by Debbie Lowell & Barbara Peterson
Christensen Dale & Dorothy Baldwin
Gift Given By. Youth Ministry
Kent Jasperson In Memory of.
Mary Harriman Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by

Larry & Lanae Thorstad

Gift Given By.
Mary Harriman

Please Note
Any additional "Gifts of Love" recorded by the church office after August 17,2026 will appear in
the next issue.
If you have given a gift and your name has not been recorded, please call
507-373-6496.

Fair Trade Coffee Noisy Offering
We will be selling coffee before
and immediately following S o4 Remember your
FAIR TRADE worship service on Sunday, ‘7/ coins each Su ndCIY!
— September 6, 2026.

Generosity at Grace

/ Year to Date "\

AHEITRIEE P Giving vs
July Attendance G“"ng Expenses Expenses:
2026 in person was: $40,779.56 -$46,843.55 $348,001.34
114 per worship —$357,956.00
\_-$9,954.66 /

Thanks for your attendance In Person or Live Streaming as we
continue to be the church apart and together.

r——eld

The Finance Ministry Team and Church Council appreciate your
generous support. Your faithful Stewardship is essential for us to
continue to support our ministries at Grace Lutheran.

N N



Announcements

SUNDAY

Lo

(7,

4 YEAR OLDS

5=

For questions please contact

Sunday, September 20

|
Bonnerup Funeral Home

Peace of Mind Seminar

Please join us for an advance
funeral planning seminar hosted at
Grace Lutheran Church, following
the morning service. We will be
discussing the steps involved in
getting a funeral plan in place, how
that plan will affect your loved ones,
and answering your questions on
funeral service.

Donuts will be served!

Location:

Fireside Room

Grace Lutheran Church

918 Garfield Ave, Albert Lea, MM 56007

Date and Time:
sunday, September 20" at 10:00 AM

deaconjessie@gracealbertlea.org

SUNDAYS

THROUGH 5TH GRADE 10:10 am in Fellowship Hall
[=]

Questions contact Deacon Jessie: deaconjessie@gracealbertlea.org

® SUNDAY

We're looking for teachers & helpers.

Deacon Jessie at

BLESSING

———— of the

During 9:00 A.M. Worship

Advance Funeral Planner:
Andrew Schwarz

BONNE

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
AliiertLas + Mew Richlund + Ellandale

Topics Discussed
* Advance funeral
planning

* Types of services

Death away from
home

Planning
financially for
services

After the funeral
service

CONFIRMATION
N2 CLASS

@ INFORMATIONAL FIRST CLASS
MEETING
9/9 9/16 9/20

Fireside Room 7th & 8th Grade 9th Grade
6:30 pm Fireside Room Fellowship Hall
:30 pm 10:20 am

FE

GRADES SUNDAYS

10:20 AM
YOUTHROOM

CHEW <«
2! & CHAT

Supper before confirmation

=) WEDNESDAYS PARENTS
' 5:45-6:15 PM We Need Your Help!

KITCHEN Each family will be assigned a meal date.
WATCH FOR YOUR FAMILY'S ASSIGNED DATE!

Griefé Share’

Mondays, 2:00-3:30 pm - Fireside Room
September 14" - December 7'

Grace Lutheran Church
918 Garfield Avenue, Albert Lea, MN
507-373-6496 - www.gracealbertlea.org

Thirsty Fox e Sept.10 ¢ 5 pm

N 7
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Grace Lutheran Church
918 Garfield Avenue
Albert Lea, MN 56007

Phone: 507-373-6496
Email: office@gracealbertlea.org

Non-Profit Org.
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Worship Schedule

Confirmation

7'*" & 8™ Grade
(September 16 -May 5)
6:30 pm | Fellowship Hall

Sunday Worship Service

Time: 9:00 am

Options: In person and online

Watch: Facebook (facebook.com/gracealbertlea)
Youtube (youtube.com/@gracealbertlea)

Sunday School
Sundays at10:10 am
(september 13 - May 2)
Fellowship Hall

Music

Wednesdays
(September 16 - May 5)
Bell Choir - 6:00 pm
Adult Choir - 7:00 pm

Chew & Chat

(September 16-May 5)
5:45-6:15 pm | Fellowship Hall

Confirmation

9" Grade

(September 20 - October 11)

10:20 am | Fellowship Hall
Confirmation Sunday October 25

Youth Bible Study

Sundays at10:20 am
(September 13 - May 2)
Youth Room 12
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	Pastor Shane
	In all the world, there are things we do to care for each other. God’s gift is the complicated one of relationships. From the beginning in Genesis, everything is connected. While the Bible may tell a story of God’s creation being broken apart by days, we must remember that each day is reliant on the one before. Each moment, each person, each plant and animal in the world needs something to live to work to give purpose. I’ve heard that phrase “no man is an island” and in America with our independent spirit we can think that this isn’t true. But, no one exists on their own. We all need one another. The joy in connection is that we share our gifts and success. The pain in connection is found in our anger and ego and control. Letting those things mingle together is tough work for us to reconcile.
	Grace does something amazing with their calling to community. For decades our quilters have made hundreds if not thousands of quilts to share with Lutheran World Relief. These quilts are packed up and never to be seen again by those who made them. But! They become a comfort to those in need. The quilts keep someone warm on a cold night. Sometimes they are a clean place on dirty ground to sit and prepare a meal. Often times they are put above the heads of those in the hot sun to provide some shade. These blankets are not keepsakes never to be touched, but loved items that provide a better, softer life for someone in a tough time. Often they are sent to those in refugee camps that walked away from everything they own to find safety. Other times they are given to those whose home and belongings are destroyed in fire or flood. The blankets made here by the hands of many become a relationship with someone across the world. As we celebrate and bless the quilts on September 20, we honor the makers of the quilts and pray for those who will receive them. Through this world we do the holy work of creating relationship with God’s people, even if we never meet.
	Pastor Shane
	Upcoming Events


	Deacon Jessie
	Church Council Minutes: August 11, 2026
	Present at meeting
	Pastor Shane Koepke, Deacon Jessie Camp, Doreen Pontow, Jerry Dahl, JD Carlson, Robert Jacobson, Erica Samp, Philip Lonneman, Cleo Moller, Jennifer Zoller; Dave Drommerhausen
	Opening Devotions: Pastor Shane
	Devotion centered on faith and creativity, sharing an image of a linocut artwork by Steve Prince, which depicted a married couple dancing in their bedroom to a love song. It was inspired by 1 Corinthians, specifically verses about the body being a temple of the Holy Spirit and members of Christ. The devotion highlighted that love and romantic relationships are part of being God's people.

	Open Forum
	None

	Approval of August Council Agenda
	Motion made by: Jerry Dahl
	Seconded by: Robert Jacobson

	Approved
	Approval of July Council Minutes
	Motion made by: Jerry Dahl
	Seconded by: Philip Lonneman

	Approved
	Financial Report: Dave Drommerhausen
	Current bottom line year-to-date (through July, seven months): short about $10,000; projected year-end shortfall of about $17,000.
	Noted generous giving recently.
	Leadership expects to continue fiscal stewardship and avoid a larger year-end deficit.
	Motion made by: JD Carlson
	Seconded by: Robert Jacobson

	Approved
	Food for Backpacks: Dave Drommerhausen
	Food truck delivery arrives Wed., Aug. 12; volunteers lined up for repalletizing.
	On Thurs., Aug. 13, deliveries will be made to area churches for distribution to schools.
	Old Business: Pastor Shane

	Kitchen remodel & Fundraiser Update
	A gift of $10,000 was recently received from a member who is no longer able to attend Grace. This generous gift helped cover an $8,000 plumbing bill.
	Salad Luncheon proceeds of $1,995 were donated to the Kitchen Fundraiser.
	Fundraising is nearing completion and is anticipated to be resolved by the end of the calendar year.
	Marsha Smith will provide final numbers by week-end, as the Grace Foundation is interested in the results of the fundraiser and may consider making a gift toward any remaining need.
	Cabinetmaker Steve Schulz is still working on a few final details for the kitchen, including items like trim and cabinet slide-outs.

	New Business
	See page 5
	Report: Pastor Shane
	Quilt Blessing during Worship on Sept. 20, with many quilts on display in the Sanctuary.
	Tree Removal
	A maple tree in the Prayer Garden, from which a large limb broke off during a storm, will be taken down.
	Two pine trees also need to be removed as they are too close together, not allowing each other enough space to grow.
	Trees have been marked with ribbons for removal.
	Darin LaFrance getting bids for removals.

	Second Wind
	Meets once a month on the second Thursday for a meal at various locations.
	Composed of retired widows, widowers, divorcees, and other individuals who are alone.
	A sheet with members' phone numbers is distributed to facilitate further social connections amongst attendees.


	Church Council Minutes: August 11, 2026
	Report: Deacon Jessie
	Youth Trip to Duluth
	The trip went very well. Cleo Moller shared that her favorite part was seeing Lake Superior upon arrival, which she felt connected her to God.
	All Youth enjoyed spending time with both familiar and new people, including staff and helpers they met at the service sites.
	The High Ropes Course (an elevated obstacle course, including Zipline) was a highlight for many. Participants wear safety harnesses and move across suspended bridges and platforms.
	The youth did a great job with their Adult Forum presentation on Aug. 2, receiving many compliments regarding their trip summary and photos shared. While on the trip, the Youth decided on the topics and highlights for the Forum themselves.
	National Youth Gathering
	In Minneapolis, June 28-July 2, 2027
	Registration window opens in late October
	Youth and parents: stay tuned for details regarding meetings and fundraisers
	Accessibility Ramp
	Discussion has been held regarding building or acquiring a movable ramp, approx. 24’ long, that could be used to access the stage in the Fellowship Hall or provide access over the stairs in the Sanctuary.
	The goal is to make these areas more accessible for people using wheelchairs or walkers, including access to the stage, educational spaces, and improving access to Communion at the rail.
	Atlar Guild
	None

	Building, Equipment & Grounds
	Boiler Check: JD Carlson suggested having Darin look at the boiler to ensure no large unbudgeted items are needed for the fourth quarter.
	Summertime is typically when boiler work is done since it's shut down.

	Grief Share
	Getting ready to roll out, with four people signed up thus far.
	Meetings will begin after Labor Day.

	Library
	None

	Mission
	Mission Team Drive
	Currently conducting a school supply drive for donation to Lutheran World Relief.
	Congregation members are encouraged to contribute; drop off in Narthex.

	Music
	None

	Personnel
	None

	Scholarship: Deacon Jessie
	Policy Overview
	A new scholarship giving policy was developed and reviewed by the scholarship committee.
	It covers initiating new scholarships and managing existing ones.
	Constitutional Resolution Changes (Page 7):
	The scholarship committee suggested two changes to a resolution in the Constitution.
	Which the council can approve.
	Point B: Original text: "the pastors and any youth director";
	Proposed change: "a clergy or staff representative".
	Original text: "with voice but no vote";
	Proposed change: Scholarship committee requested the representative have a vote.
	Point C: Removes the "advisors" portion.

	Sunday School
	Rally Sunday is Sept. 13.
	Food, outdoor fun & games.
	All ages welcome!
	Sunday School begins Sept. 20.
	Registration is open.
	Sign-ups for teachers is open as well.


	Church Council Minutes: August 11, 2026
	Visitation
	None

	Youth Ministry
	9th gr Confirmation meets Sept. 20, Sept. 27, Oct. 4, Oct. 11, from 10:20-11 am.
	Confirmation Breakfast & Rehearsal is Oct. 24;
	Confirmation Service is Oct. 25.
	Youth Bible Study (6th-12th gr, optional) begins Sept. 20, from 10:20-11am.

	New Business
	$500,000 Stewardship
	Sub-committee met 7/23/26.
	Present: Jerry Dahl (Volunteer committee lead), Steve Bracker (Building & Grounds representative), Ginny Loberg (Mission Team representative), Dave Drommerhausen (Financial representative), Jennifer Zoller (Youth & Family representative), Deacon Jessie Camp (ad hoc), Pastor Shane Koepke (ad hoc)
	Objective
	Discuss and prepare to present a proposal to Council regarding the use of $500,000 in gift funds.
	Our goal is to thoughtfully and faithfully steward this generous gift and create a lasting legacy for our church through investments in ministry, community, facilities, fellowship, and future generations.
	Proposed Allocation
	Entirety of funds are currently invested in an account, earning interest.
	Mission Team: $50,000 (10%)
	The Mission Team will determine how these funds are used.
	Church Council may also make recommendations to the Mission Team.
	To be spent/utilized within five years.
	$450,000 Remaining Funds
	To date, we have identified the following as possible uses for the funds. Timelines to be determined.
	Repair outside steps, south entrance
	Accessibility & safety
	Estimated cost: $50,000
	Repair sidewalk, build ramp, west entrance (Garfield Ave.)
	Accessibility & safety
	Cost: TBD
	Improve ramp inside kitchen (basement) entrance
	Accessibility & safety
	Cost: TBD


	New Business
	Replace/repair steeple lights
	Restoration & property enhancement.
	Estimated cost: $6,000
	Replace narthex lights
	Hospitality & functionality.
	Estimated cost: $20,000
	Fire pit improvements, southeast lawn
	Fellowship, youth, & hospitality.
	Cost: TBD
	Grace Lutheran Church Memorial Scholarship
	Education & legacy.
	Initial amount TBD
	Suggested Council Discussion/Next Steps
	Affirm the 10% ($50,000) Mission allocation and allow the Mission Team to determine its use, with Council and the Mission Team able to make recommendations to one another.
	Determine the desired allocation of the remaining funds, as listed above.
	Prioritize the identified projects, beginning with accessibility and safety.
	·Obtain firm estimates/bids for projects where costs have not yet been established.

	Roundtable:
	Kudos to Erica Samp, Jane Smith, Melody Munden, and all who assisted with planning for and providing a very successful Salad Luncheon.
	Many positive comments heard.

	Prayers
	Healing prayers for a congregation member after a recent surgery and those awaiting upcoming tests and results.
	Celebration of a recent birthday.
	For a good start to our school year, may God lead both students and teachers with kindness and curiosity.
	For peaceful elections being held today.
	Grateful for a safe and fun-filled Youth trip of exploration and service in God’s creation.

	Next Meeting
	Adjournment
	7:22 pm
	Respectfully submitted,
	Jennifer Zoller | Grace Lutheran Council Secretary


	Grace Prays
	Prayers of Healing
	For those with new or ongoing health diagnoses
	For Milt Ost

	Prayers for those Grieving
	For the family and friends of Ron Holtan
	For the family and friends of
	Diane Potteroff, grandmother of
	Christie Ness

	Blessing for the School Year
	Bless our students, teachers, and staff as we begin this new school year.
	Fill our hearts with wisdom, kindness, and courage. Keep us safe, help us learn and grow, and guide us in all we do.
	Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.
	Joshua 1:9

	Grace Prays
	We are honored to pray with and for you.
	To keep our list current, names (shared with permission) remain for two weeks and may be renewed. Please contact the office to add or remove a name. Thank you.

	Pastoral Care
	To assist the pastor in providing pastoral care for those hospitalized or homebound, please notify the pastor of pending surgeries, overnight hospital stays, or individuals who would like a home visit.
	Please call: 507-373-6496
	David Drommerhausen
	William & Jane Buege
	Millie Jensen
	James & Judy Munyer
	Michael Baker
	Dale & Paula Buendorf, Henry & Mason
	Tamera Paulson
	Bryxlie, Mayzie & Ryker
	Jimmy & Debra Akemann
	Triniti & Tucker
	Ronald & Renae Thomas
	Jane Madson
	Mike & Karen Hendrickson
	Julie Seavey, Jenna & Benjamin
	Mark & Trudy Harig
	Jerry & Tricia Dahl
	Spencer, Emma & Carter
	Steven & JoAnn Bracker
	Gerhard & Irmgard Kleih
	Shirley Pearson
	Michael Hoiseth, Jason
	Matthew & Tina Kermes
	Dennis & Sandra Fredrickson
	Bill & Deb Hobson
	Steven Ball
	Andrew, Nicole & Sarah
	Blake & Lynn Stadheim
	Taylor & Tony
	Lori Stanek
	Shelly Sipple
	John VanRyswyk
	Mick Westeng
	Morgan, Andrew, Kenzie & Kayla
	David Anderson
	Craig & Lori Hanson
	Katherine & Alison
	Trish Whelan
	Madison, Danica & Holden

	Community

	Caring and Sharing
	Chairperson: Jane Smith
	Study Opportunities
	for Adults at Grace

	Pastoral Act for August
	None


	Gifts of Love
	Altar Guild
	Altar Flowers Given In Memory Of:
	Mary Lou Jacobson given by Bob Jacobson


	Baby Kits
	Gift Given By:
	Dexter & Janet Henschel


	Building Fund
	In Memory Of:
	Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg given by Don & Melody Munden

	Gift Given By:
	Kent Jasperson


	Food for Backpacks Program
	In Memory Of:
	Jerome Thompson, brother of Geno Thompson given by Larry & Lanae Thorstad

	In Honor of:
	Dexter & Janet Henschel’s 70th Wedding Anniversary

	Gift Given By:
	Dale & Dorothy Baldwin
	West Freeborn Lutheran Church
	Freeborn County Communities Foundation/Kenneth W. Olson Charitable Foundation Fund


	Kitchen Remodeling Fund
	In Memory Of:
	Ray Pederson given by Rex & Lois Stotts
	Ray Loberg given by Barbara Tullberg
	Ray Loberg given by Steve & Cindy Merfeld
	Ray Loberg given by Rollin & Nancy Hoium
	Ron Holtan given by Kent Jasperson
	Jason Westcott given by Barbara Tullberg
	Ray Loberg given by Dale & Dorothy Baldwin
	Ray Loberg given by Suzanne Moore
	2026 Salad Luncheon - $1,995

	Gift Given By:
	Tammy Hamberg
	Mick & Becky Hanson
	Larry & Lanae Thorstad
	Jerry & Gerry Vogt


	Love
	Gift Given By:
	Pat Holtan
	David & Jeanne Lundak


	Martin Luther
	In Memory Of:
	Terri Peterson, daughter-in-law of Lowell & Barbara Peterson, given by James & Judy Munyer


	Food Shelf
	Gift Given By:
	Barbara Tullberg


	General
	In Memory Of:
	Edwin & Sylvia Johnson given by Gaylen Johnson


	Memorial
	In Memory Of:
	Ray Pedersen given by Dave & Sally Skrlin
	Family & friends given by Mary Harriman


	Music Ministry
	Gift Given By:
	Mary Harriman


	Gifts of Love
	Prayer Garden
	In Memory Of:
	Gift Given By:

	Quilting
	Gift Given By:

	Youth Ministry
	In Memory of:
	Gift Given By:

	Please Note
	Fair Trade Coffee
	Noisy Offering
	Remember your coins each Sunday!


	Generosity at Grace
	Announcements
	Grace Lutheran Church 918 Garfield Avenue Albert Lea, MN 56007

	Worship Schedule
	Confirmation
	Sunday Worship Service
	Chew & Chat
	(September 16-May 5)

	Sunday School
	Confirmation
	9th Grade
	(September 20 - October 11)
	Confirmation Sunday October 25

	Music
	Youth Bible Study

