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Pastor Shane

Have you ever heard someone quote the Bible with the following statement:
“Money is the root of all evil"? | have heard it and | think I've even used it
once or twice. Unfortunately, we have been using it that way for years, but if
you go to the Bible, you will read it has a bit of a different version. The true
words are “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil..”

The difference here is who to blame. Our misheard version blames money:
“Money is the root of all evil.” Therefore, we don't have to take responsibility
for the actions of money. The Bible, however, makes it clear that the love of
money is the problem, not the money itself. It's our love of it. In fact, the verse
continues by saying that our “..eagerness to be rich” causes us to “wander
away from the faith and pierce us with many pains.” That, friends is a
different way of looking at our bank accounts, pay stubs and offering plates.

Money is complicated. Someone always has more, someone always has
less, and we are here watching it all while we have our own balance sheets.
We are asked for generosity from every direction. Church asks, non-profits
ask, the kids and grandkids always have a fundraiser here and there for the
band or sports team. On top of that are the non-negotiable of taxes and
fees for the privilege of living in our city, county, state and nation. I'm not
saying they aren’t valuable things to use our money for, but they can often
get blinded by the need to have it stay in our own hands.

This last month Dolly Parton died, and with her, a lifetime of not only
entertainment as a singer, but also her deep commitment to generosity. In
her younger days she would wear expensive diamonds and jewelry. Often
people would compliment them and she would take them off right there
and hand them over. Her support team learned quickly to switch her real
diamonds out for rhinestones! On top of that she started a theme park that
brought the area of her hometown out of poverty.

She started a reading program that sends children books from birth to age
5. Dolly could have simply used her money to make more money. She could
have fallen in love with money in such a way that it became self-serving
and evil. But, she didn't. She chose to use her wealth to help others in ways
we are learning about more and more in the days since her death. Dolly
wasn't perfect, neither are you or I. Do you know who Dolly would thank time

and again for the opportunity to help others: God.
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PGStor Shone Continued from page 1

She claimed God as the one who encouraged her to be open and welcoming, to be humble and
generous. She created systems that brought others out of poverty because she herself knew that
money doesn’t buy happiness but it can be used to do some real good in the world.

Grace has been generously gifted $500,000. The council was set with the task on how to spend that
money per the request of the donor who wants to remain anonymous. The council put together a
task force of members representing all the aspects of Grace: youth and family, buildings, older adults
and missions team. This team formed and prayed and made suggestions to how that money could
be spent. 10% goes to the Missions Team to spend within the next 5 years. The remaining amount will
go to help with capital repairs (building upkeep) with a couple of tasks already started. If you would
like to know more, please see Doreen or Pastor Shane for a beginning list.

Grace has and remains a place for people to gather and become disciples for Christ together. We
continue to think about how to spend the generosity given by you and others to do just that.

Pastor Shane

Deacon Jessie

Later this month, we will have the opportunity to witness six of our young people publicly profess their
faith and affirm their baptisms. After worship, they will share projects they've completed that illustrate
their faith journey, and we will join in celebrating their fantastic accomplishment.

Each year, as we watch students affirm their baptismal promises, it serves as a reminder of
confirmation and its purpose. Unlike baptism and communion, the rite of confirmation isn't
something that Christ mandated that we do. Confirmation isn't a requirement to receive the
sacraments, nor is it a requirement for membership or participation in the congregation. So, the
question stands, why would we bother to do it?

For one, confirmation is a long-standing tradition of the church. Many of you may remember your
own confirmations: perhaps you, too, wore a white robe, memorized a bunch of scripture and liturgy,
and chose a confirmation verse that you hold dear. As such, confirmation has also become an
integral part of many congregations’ faith formation practices. It is a really great opportunity for us to
talk about the Bible in a more in-depth way, as well as learn about Martin Luther, the Catechism, and
the Lutheran Confessions. In addition, it's often a great opportunity for students to be inquisitive
about the faith and its role in their lives.

The Lutheran Church also has a tradition of baptizing folks as infants. And at our baptisms, promises
were made on our behalf: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in
the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Since many
of us were unable to make these promises when we were baptized, the rite of confirmation is our
opportunity to affirm those promises and profess our faith in front of the assembly.

Continued on page 3 |




Deacon Jessie

It's important to note that confirmation is not a “completion” of our baptism, either. Our baptisms are
a one-and-done thing. The Holy Spirit entered into us on the day of our baptism, and at confirmation,
we ask the Holy Spirit to be stirred up in each one of our confirmands. We say, “Stir up in them the gift
of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.”

Continued from page 2

As we celebrate our confirmands, | invite you to pray for them as they embark on a new step in their
faith journey. | also invite you to reflect on our own faith journey: how do you understand and fulfill
your baptismal promises? How has the gift of the Holy Spirit impacted your life?

Deacon Jessie

Music

Come Sing and Ring!

There is something special about the first few rehearsals of a new season. At first, were maybe a bit
rusty and hesitant coming back to playing instruments, but as with all things, with a little time and
practice we get back into the swing. A familiar hymn comes back to us. A new voice joins in. Little by
little, individual notes become something we can offer together in worship.

Bells of Praise is beginning again this fall, and | would love to welcome both returning ringers and
people who are curious about trying bells. Every ringer contributes part of the music, and we learn to
listen and work together. If you have never rung before, please talk with me or simply show up
Wednesday @ 6pm. We can start with the basics and find a good place for you to begin.

Grace Choir also welcomes new and returning singers ages 16 and older. This year, we'll be working
on even more fun repertoire and expanding and building our skills as vocalists, including vocal
technique and warmups. This is a great opportunity for the beginner singer, people that "don't sing
like they used to’, or really anybody on the fence about joining. The only requirement to joining choir
is being at rehearsals.

Our scheduled Wednesday rehearsals are at 6:00 p.m. for Bells of Praise in the upstairs practice room
and 7:00 p.m. for Grace Choir in the Choir Loft. Please check the church calendar and Flocknote for
rehearsal dates and any changes.

As we look toward the rest of fall, Advent, and Christmas, my hope is for a season of meaningful
music and time well spent together. Whether you have participated for years or are considering it for
the first time, | would be glad to hear from you. Contact me at music@gracealbertlea.org, or catch
me after worship.

Aadron Bartz




Church Council Minutes: September 8, 2026

Present at meeting Grief Share: Dave Drommerhausen
Pastor Shane Koepke, Deacon Jessie Camp, « The first meeting is on Monday, Sept. 14.
Doreen Pontow, Jerry Dahl, JD Carlson, Gerry « Eleven people are signed up so far

Vogt, Adele Rosenow, Erica Samp, Philip
Lonneman, Cleo Moller, & Dave Drommerhausen

2nd Wind: Dave Drommerhausen

Opening Devotions: Doreen Pontow « Meets once a month on the second Thursday
Devotion centered around finding peace in God's for a meal at various locations.
perfect timing, based on Psalm 37:7. God’s plans ¢ This month was on Sept. 10 at Thirsty Fox @
are always in motion. Being a faithful servant of S5pm.
God means trusting Him to work around and in « Twenty-nine people were signed up last
us. We are reminded to step back from month
anxiousness and into patient trust. « Remarks about popularity of this group

Open Forum

None Old Business: Pastor Shane
Stewardship of $500,000
Approval of September Council Agenda « The information about the gift has been well-

received by the congregation.

sl e el « Pastor Shane presented information about

secohdedby: Gerry Voot and plans for it at the “Grace Listens” Adult
Approved
Forum recently.
+ One item already installed is a ramp to

Approval of August Council Minutes access the stage in the Fellowship Hall.
Motion made by: Jerry Dahl o Positive remarks about seeing accessibility
seconded by: Erica Samp and other improvements around Grace.
Approved

New Business

Financial Report: Dave Drommerhausen
« None

« Current bottom line year-to-date (through
August, eight months):
o short about $8,700;
o projected year-end shortfall of about
$13,000
Motion made by: JD Carlson
Seconded by: Philip Lonneman

Report: Pastor Shane
» Ron Holtan funeral on Thursday, Sept. 10.
« Two baptisms this fall (one held recently, one
upcoming.)
» Quilt Blessing on Sept. 20, during Worship

ABproved » Updates made to hearing assist system,
o will allow those with hearing aids to run
Food for Backpacks: Dave Drornmerhausen the sound system through their smart
« Distributions have begun, as school started on phone to their hearing device
August 19th » Pastor Shane and Deacon Jessie to attend
far. Crosse, WI, on Oct. 11-13

o Sign-ups still being taken - =
Continued on page 4




Church Council Minutes: September 8, 2026

Report: Deacon Jessie

e Rally Sunday was Sept. 13.
o All were invited to share in food, fun, and
games after worship.
» 7th-8th grade Confirmation parent meeting
on Sept. 9th;
o Class starts Sept. 16th.
» 9th grade Confirmation will meet four
Sundays (Sept. 20 & 27; Oct. 4 &11);
o Confirmation Sunday on Oct. 25" at 9:00
am.
» Mission Team will be assembling kits to go to
Lutheran World Relief;

o utilizing donations from the congregation.

Committee Reports

Atlar Guild
Still seeking volunteers

Building, Equipment & Grounds
None

Library
None

Mission
See Dedcon Jessie’s report

Music
Awaiting report

Personnel
None
Scholarship
None
Sunday School

Begins Sept. 20 in the Fellowship Hall.

Visitation
Team to meet soon

Youth Ministry
Youth Bible Study
» Optional group for 6™-12"" graders.
* Begins Sept. 20 from 10:20 am to 11:00 am.

Prayers

Healing prayers for congregation members and
friends facing difficult medical diagnoses.
Prayers of peace for the loss of a family friend.
Prayers of health and joy for an upcoming birth.

Roundtable
None

Next Meeting
October 13,2026 | 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room

Adjournment
7:00 pm
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Zoller
Grace Lutheran Council Secretary

Council Committee Liaisons

Council member(s) will connect with Grace committee(s). Bring quarterly reports to Council meetings.

Altar Guild Doreen Pontow

Scholarship Committee Deacon Jessie

Building, Equipment, & JD Carlson Sunday School Deacon Jessie
Grounds

Library [submitted report] Ushers Jerry Dahl

Mission Ministry Gerry Vogt Visitation Pastor Shane & Doreen

Pontow

Music

Adele Rosnow

Youth Ministry

Erica Samp & Jen Zoller

Personnel Committee

[only as needed]




Prayers of Healing

For those with new or ongoing health
diagnoses

For Viola Matson
For Gerhard Kleih
For Caleb Dahl grandson of Faith Ryan

Prayers for those Grieving

For the family and friends of Vern Lunde,
father of Ginny Loberg

Prayers for Growing Faith

Help us all to grow in faith;
children, youth, and adults.
Give us curious minds, open hearts,
and courage to follow where you lead.

“®But grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be the glory both now and to the
day of eternity.” ~ 2 Peter 3:18

Grace Prays
We are honored to pray with and for you. To
keep our list current, names (shared with
permission) remain for two weeks and may be
renewed. Please contact the office to add or
remove a name. Thank you.

Pastoral Care

To assist the pastor in providing pastoral care
for those hospitalized or homebound, please
notify the pastor of pending surgeries, overnight
hospital stays, or individuals who would like a
home visit.

Please call: 507-373-6496

(Remember to pray for our Grace family on these dates.)
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24.
23,
26.
27.

28.
28
30,

3l.

. Mary Gilbertson

. Michael & Deborah Ryan, Anthony
. Carmen Steele

. Patrick & Kim Doss-Smith

. Scott & Stacey Hanna

o Paige & Parker

. Terry & Nancy Peterson
. Shane Walk

. Kevin & Julie Grahn

. Scott Fredrickson

10.

Mike & VickiLarson
o Haley & Culley

. Mllan & Elaine Hart
12,
13.
. Charlotte Haukoos
15,
16.
17.
18.
19.
210
21.
22,
23

Perry Loge
Larry & Jean Nelson

Tierra Sanden & Jade Sisouvanh
Brody & Brittany Norland, Alrik
Jeff & Carol Olson

Barbara Tullberg

Rick & Ginny Loberg

Josh & Stacy Pfenning, Grace
David Rake

Paul & Darlene Diemer, Cari
Steve & Jodi Schulz

o Elle, Maggie & Ben

Pierrette Gavle

Ashley O'Byrne

Larry & Sandra Petersen
Nicholas & Malissa Nesse

o Alexis & Evan

Larry McDaniel

Tammy Hamberg, Jacob

Lynn & Daci Kermes

Amy Busall & MaKenna Fierson




Oclober,

Caring and Sharing

Chairperson: Doreen Pontow

Kathleen & Randy Appel
Laura McKibbin & Bob Ball
Paula & Dale Buendorf
Fern Drescher
Heather & Todd Earl
Jennifer & Jeshua Erickson
Janece & Max Jeffrey
Vicki & Mike Larson
Faye Madson
Tonya & Paul Matson
Kelli & Andy Nelson
Sharon Pasche
Shirley Pearson
Kim & Dustin Rafdal
Amy & Kelvin Rehnelt
Heidi & Preston Robeck
Renae & Neil Sather
Renee Thorson
Lori & Randy Tuchtenhagen
Diane VanGuilder
LaJean & James Westeng

Thank you to everyone who helped in
September! We're grateful for all who
volunteered.

If you're looking for a way to get
involved, there’s still time to sign up as
a co-chair! Your support makes a
difference.

Study Opportunities
for Adults at Grace

We invite you to join any of our regular
Bible study groups at Grace Lutheran.

Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study
10:00-11:00 am
This study for women offers fellowship
and great discussion.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:30-8:30 am
Consider joining this group for an
opportunity for great discussion &
fellowship.

Grace WELCA Women's Circles

Mary Circle meets every 1st Monday of
the month at 4:30 pm in the Fireside
Room.

New members are always welcome!

Call the church office for more
information at 507-373-6496.

.
CGOING ?}"{
& Sharing

f, Co-Chairs Needed: 7(74
J

== November - December

9/

Pastoral Act for September
Funeral for Ron Holtan

Sign up today in
the Narthex

r’"
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Altar Guild

Altar Flowers Given In Memory Of.
Husband Jim & son Dan given by Jane
Madson

Baby Kits
Gift Given By.
Al & Pat Arends

Ball Scholarship

In Memory Of.
Orrin Millhouse given by Bob Ball & Laura
McKibbin

Building Fund

Gift Given By.
Kent Jasperson

Food for Backpacks Program
In Memory Of.
Vern Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg given by
Larry & Lanae Thorstad

Donnie & Pat Johnson given by Debbie
Christensen

Vern Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg given by
Rollin & Nancy Hoium

Vern Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg given by
Barb Tullberg

In Honor Of.
Robert & Marion Bergeman'’s 60"
Anniversary

Grant Given By.
Verne Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg given
by David Drommmerhausen

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg given by
David Drommerhausen

Lorna Meister given by Doreen Pontow

Gift Given By.

Kent Jasperson

Dale & Dorothy Baldwin
Larry & Lanae Thorstad
More Than Sisters

Food Pantry
In Memory Of.
Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by
Ron & Betty Mathews

Vern Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg, given by
Ron & Betty Mathews

Jerome Thompson, brother of Judean
Thompson, given by Ron & Betty Mathews

Jennifer Roell, sister of Debby Ryan, given by
Ron & Betty Mathews

Kitchen Remodeling Fund
In Memory Of:
Geneva Tweeten, mother of Marsha
Wolfgram, given by David & Jeanne Lundak

Geneva Tweeten, mother of Marsha
Wolfgram, given by Wayne & Sharon Janke

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by
James & Judy Munyer

Uncle Ray Loberg, given by Linda Gronlund

Vern Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg, given by
James & Judy Munyer

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by
Steve & JOAnn Bracker

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by
Kristie Jordahl

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by
Bruce Yanke

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by
Rex & Lois Stotts

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg, given by
Joni & Bruce Cather

Vern Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg, given by
Dave & Jeanne Lundak

Ron Holtan, given by Dave & Jeanne Lundak

Gift Given By.
Kent Jasperson
Larry & Lanae Thorstad




Love Quilting
In Memory Of. In Memory Of.
Mary Lou Jacobson given by Robert Vern Lunde, father of Ginny Loberg given by
Jacobson Don & Melody Munden
Gift Given By Gift Given By:
Richard & Darlene Jordahl Dale & Dorothy Baldwin

Ed & Julie Groeneweg

Youth Ministry

Memorial
In Memory Of.

Ray Loberg, father of Rick Loberg given by
Mike & Brandy Boettcher

In Memory Of.
Bill Goette given by Richard & Darlene
Jordahl

Ron Holtan given by Jerry & Gerry Vogt

Ray Pedersen, given by Mike & Brandy

Boettcher
Prayer Garden . :
y Noisy Offering
In Memory Of. )
Donnie & Pat Johnson, given by Debbie 7 Remember your coins
Christensen ‘1/ each Sundoy!

Clifford Engebretson, ‘Happy Grandparents
Day,’ given by Jason & Dayna Saltou,
Mercedes & Lexus

Fair Trade Coffee

We will be selling coffee before and
immediately following worship service
Ron Holtan given by Kent Jasperson FAJR Tnade on Sunday, October 4, 2026.

Please Note
Any additional "Gifts of Love" recorded by the church office after
September 14, 2026 will appear in the next issue.

If you have given a gift and your name has not been recorded, please call
507-373-6496.

L]
Generosity at Grace

Year to Date

Average . . Giving vs

August Attendance Giving Expenses Expenses:

2026 in person was: $52,340.93 -$51,117.08 $400,342.27

A 125 per worship —$409,073.08 2|
& _$81730081 %

&K Thanks for your attendance In Person or Live Streaming as we )}é
% % continue to be the church apart and together. A %
¢ %

The Finance Ministry Team and Church Council appreciate your #\\
# _ generous support. Your faithful Stewardship is essential for us to ﬁ(
R continue to support our ministries at Grace Lutheran. 9




Announcements

The Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA Presents

IMAGINE _
MORE o ¥
Conneclioh [ e s

.'/’

Regional
Youth Event
For youth in grades 6-12!

Deadline: October 4

To register or if you have questions,
contact Deacon Jessie at:
deaconjessie@gracealbertlea.org

IMAGINE

2027 ELCA
Youth Gathering

%

June 28-July 2, 2027

Road to Minneapolis )&
October 11,
2026
RTINSl Registration
- $175 Deposit Due
2028 - $450 Total Due by April 30, 2027

Fundraisers & Meetings

Dates TBD (*meeting ottandance & participation in fundraisers is mandatory)

Parent/Youth Meeting 0o am| vouth room

Learn about the gathering, costs, and expections.

BINGO Fundraiser

*attendance & participation in fundraisers & meetings is
mandatory

February 26,
2027

June 28-July 2
2027 Minneapolis, MN

@ Grace Lutheran Church

Listen to worship in your hearing aids in the sanctuary.

o © © O

Connect your Scan to join Tap Stay on the
Bluetooth Grace Hearing Assist. Start Listening. website
device to Eh‘- E during the

your phone. - service.

[=]

gracealbertlea.org/listen

Avdilable during worship inside Grace.
Please use hearing device to prevent feedback.

~ AFFIRMATION OF

BAPTISH

o
|3
[

OCTOBER 25, 2026

SUNDAY

9:00 A.M.

e ==l &

Bong confmed:

Connor Groeneweg Brennan Robeck
Adler Larson Scarlett Samp
Travis Ness Tenley Tufte

UPCOMING — %
EVENTS

L e

5 S

10/21 - /1
Register for 2027 ELCA Youth Gathering

10/24
9th Grade Confirmation Rehearsal,
Breakfast & Photos

10/25
Affirmation of Baptism | 9:00 AM

®
@

@

1@
HOMELESS

/8
Bible Blessing

Shampoo / Conditioner

(small ones)

e Toothbrush / Toothpaste

Instant Food

(shelf stable that doesn't need cooking)
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Grace Lutheran Church

918 Garfield Avenue Non-Profit Org.

U.S. POSTAGE
Albert Lea, MN 56007 NS
Phone: 507-373-6496 Albert Lea, MN

. . Permit No.208
Email: office@gracealbertlea.org

Worship Schedule

Confirmation

7" & 8" Grade
(september 16 -May 5)
6:30 pm | Fellowship Hall

Sunday Worship Service

Time: 9:00 am
Options: In person and online
Watch: Facebook (facebook.com/gracealbertlea)

Youtube (youtube.com/@gracealbertlea) Chew & Chat
(september 16-May 5)
SLII‘IdCIy School 5:45-6:15 pm | Fellowship Hall
Sundays at10:10am . :
(Sseptember 13 - May 2) Confirmation
Fellowship Hall 9'" Grade
(september 20 - October 11)
. 10:20 am | Fellowship Hall
Music Confirmation Sunday October 25
Wednesdays
(September 16 - May 5) Youth Bible Study
Bell Choir - 6:00 pm Sundays at 10:20 am
Adult Choir - 7:.00 pm (September 13 - May 2)

Youth Room 12



