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Pastords Perspective
By Pastor Dean Smith
pastordeansmith@gracealbertlea.org

I once took a group of ki ds
amusement park near Cincinnati, Ohio.

Because 1 0d been there befor
about what the rides were like and which ones to try first. | encot
them to check out @ onkeafmydhed e

favorites. Someone asked me if it was scary to which | respo

nWel |, it is called OFIight
down. That s where my memory
thing | i ke, ANot that you wou
I wasndét |ying. The entire ri

like a large grain silo, and there is very little lighting. The only w:
know vy o udéwn at allip that ybe have that feeling that y
can onl vy get-dowh Blaybeya kniow ie it feefs Hke
youdd be plummeting toward tFh
der harness.

Despite the misdirection, she had a great time and very much e
it. She even convinced other people to ride it later.

What a great metaphor for the Christian life-lGmggdifeney with

Jesus, you have no idea whe
Someti mes, itdéds exciting and
step off the train and say (if | may quote the late, great Mike Yac
A W@ o ! What a ride! o

God is doing stuff around us each and edesgrdeiymes in unex-

pected places and i n unexpec:
municate in our Confirmation ministry. The way of faith is not th
of predictability and comfort
Jesus where he leads. This past month, we celebrated the Affiri
of Baptism with 16 brilliant young people and reminded them tl
one knows the adventures set before them. However, we knov
they are never alone. The God of the universe who calls each of

name i s with theméand t hat IS
1
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Vicarodos VI ews

Toxic Positivity that they need, sometimes that positivity can se
By Vicar Ashley Kuhlman like we are neglecting their emotions. It can also
vicar@gracealbertlea.org interpreted as their

thing to talk about when we respond with only ho

This is a newer term and concept that has bec?um.%r positive comments. Although they may ne
more popular in the last few years. A phrase th% e light in their life, sometimes those who :

connected to people who remain positive and Q ggling need others to be able to acknowlec

seek out the positive in any situation (especiallyﬂ]i & hardships instead of push them aside.
difficult ones).

. . . _ Jesus spent his ministry caring and loving thc
So, is being positive actually a bad thing? The ans wer% struggling an)(; one v?/a he did tghis v
swer i'S no, but It 6s ﬁ: % siylv

itivty is when one looks at the positive side of r%u%h i\rll\{éantionaﬁy istening to them. N'ottig¥10'r
thingé and avoids the negative things.

the hardships, but acknowledging them and find
ways to care for those in need. Jesus sets an ex:
For exarrlple, if someb_ody talks about a hardﬁp@pof exactly what our faith calls us to dare
theyore going throughgy @iove u¥nei§hboR thitnds lof'hEed. frd
may be N fiGod - doesnot p(gs"tiv\{yecan%é)mlétim&%é Bel 0 p%siteyv\fhéh
handleo or, A1t couldiiher WO EE T AT TESR AR
supposed to be uplifting, but ignores the hard &R challenge to be there for our neighbors thro
that somebody has expressed. hardships. Know that God is continuously work
s hard to talk wit throl®usehtoigh theHol§ Bpiritt dhE®iy there K

t O
ng positive or going through a stressful -time. @las we find ways to care and love our neighbo
hough we may see being Apositiveo as so0me
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Adult Forum Our kids face many challenges awill explore how the
Watch for upcoming scheduthurch can help children and families deal with these challenges.
Be a part of the discusswatch the bulletin and electronic
announcements for the scheddléor upcoming details.

All Sai ntwWed wsiulnldaogbserve AlIl Saintsd Sun
November 6:9:00anfai nt s6 Sunday is set aside eac
Sanctuary saints of God, remembering those who have died or been

baptized since | ast Al Saintso

Farewell Gathering Please join us on November 13 after worship as we send Bob off
November 13: 10:00 arwith our appreciation, well wishes, and prayers. A reception of
Fireside Room gratitude will be held in fireside room immediately following
worship. Let us shower, Bob with cards and well wishes.

Thanksgiving Eve WorshipGrace and First Lutheran are teamiodhold a Thanksgiving

November 23: 6:30 prvorship service and pie social. This first year, the joint event will

First Lutheran Churclbe hosted by First Lutheran, on Wednesday, November 23, at
6:30 pm. Please come join us. Pastor Shane and Vicar Ashley
will help lead worship with Pastor Roger and Pastor Joy. For the
pie social after worship, Grace needs volunteers to bring 10 pies
in totalPlease sign up in the Narthex if you are willing to bring a
pie. Thanks, and hope to see you there

Decorating the Church Decorating for Christmas is fun! This year you can choose which
November 26: 9:00amt as k youdéd | i ke to help with i

Entire Church gathering spaces. We have tasks that will take anywhere from 1
hour to 3 hours. Sign up in the Narthex along with your preferred
time (you can pick any day between Nov. 26 and D&cember 4
Gather the family or a group of friends and help make Grace
beautiful for Christmas! Please contact the Church Office with
any questions at 536496.

First Sunday of Advent Advent is the season of waiting as we prepare for the birth of
November 27: 9:00 andesus. This Advent season we will be focusing on some women
Sanctuary o f the Bible, and focusing on N
birth. The season of Advent begins Novefnlzerd 2will
continue each Sunday until Christmas!



